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55.13 Language used for oral assistance and 
publicity. 

Subpart D—Minority Language Materials 
and Assistance 

55.14 General. 
55.15 Affected activities. 
55.16 Standards and proof of compliance. 
55.17 Targeting. 
55.18 Provision of minority language mate-

rials and assistance. 
55.19 Written materials. 
55.20 Oral assistance and publicity. 
55.21 Record keeping. 

Subpart E—Preclearance 

55.22 Requirements of section 5 of the Act. 

Subpart F—Sanctions 

55.23 Enforcement by the Attorney General. 

Subpart G—Comment on This Part 

55.24 Procedure. 
APPENDIX TO PART 55—JURISDICTIONS COV-

ERED UNDER SECTIONS 4(f)(4) AND 203(c) OF 
THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965, AS 
AMENDED 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 
42 U.S.C. 1973b, 1973j(d), 1973aa-la, 1973aa-2. 

SOURCE: Order No. 655–76, 41 FR 29998, July 
20, 1976, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 55.1 Definitions. 

As used in this part— 
Act means the Voting Rights Act of 

1965, 79 Stat. 437, Public Law 89–110, as 
amended by the Civil Rights Act of 
1968, 82 Stat. 73, Public Law 90–284, the 
Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1970, 
84 Stat. 314, Public Law 91–285, the Dis-
trict of Columbia Delegate Act, 84 
Stat. 853, Public Law 91–405, the Voting 
Rights Act Amendments of 1975, 89 
Stat. 400, Public Law 94–73, the Voting 
Rights Act Amendments of 1982, 96 
Stat. 131, Public Law 97–205, the Voting 
Rights Language Assistance Act of 
1992, 106 Stat. 921, Public Law 102–344, 
the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, 
Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act 
Reauthorization and Amendments Act 
of 2006, 120 Stat. 577, Public Law 109– 
246, and the Act to Revise the Short 
Title of the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa 
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting 
Rights Act Reauthorization and 
Amendments Act, 122 Stat. 2428, Public 

Law 110–258, 42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq. Sec-
tion numbers, such as ‘‘section 
14(c)(3),’’ refer to sections of the Act. 

Attorney General means the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

Language minorities or language minor-
ity group is used, as defined in the Act, 
to refer to persons who are American 
Indian, Asian American, Alaskan Na-
tives, or of Spanish heritage. (Sections 
14(c)(3) and 203(e)). 

Political subdivision is used, as defined 
in the Act, to refer to ‘‘any county or 
parish, except that where registration 
for voting is not conducted under the 
supervision of a county or parish, the 
term shall include any other subdivi-
sion of a State which conducts reg-
istration for voting.’’ (Section 14(c)(2)). 

[Order 1246–87, 53 FR 735, Jan. 12, 1988, as 
amended by Order No. 1752–93, 58 FR 35372, 
July 1, 1993; Order 3291–2011, 76 FR 54111, Aug. 
31, 2011] 

§ 55.2 Purpose; standards for meas-
uring compliance. 

(a) The purpose of this part is to set 
forth the Attorney General’s interpre-
tation of the provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act which require certain 
States and political subdivisions to 
conduct elections in the language of 
certain ‘‘language minority groups’’ in 
addition to English. 

(b) In the Attorney General’s view 
the objective of the Act’s provisions is 
to enable members of applicable lan-
guage minority groups to participate 
effectively in the electoral process. 
This part establishes two basic stand-
ards by which the Attorney General 
will measure compliance: 

(1) That materials and assistance 
should be provided in a way designed to 
allow members of applicable language 
minority groups to be effectively in-
formed of and participate effectively in 
voting-connected activities; and 

(2) That an affected jurisdiction 
should take all reasonable steps to 
achieve that goal. 

(c) The determination of what is re-
quired for compliance with section 
4(f)(4) and section 203(c) is the responsi-
bility of the affected jurisdiction. 
These guidelines should not be used as 
a substitute for analysis and decision 
by the affected jurisdiction. 
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